794                       ST HENRY II, EMPEROR                 [JULY 15

over unlawrul sensual delights, unless we moderate and practise frequent
self-denials with regard to lawful gratifications. The love of the world
is a no less dangerous enemy, especially amidst honours and affluence;
and created objects have this quality, that they first seduce the heart
and then blind the understanding. By conversing always in heaven,
St Henry raised his affections so much above the earth as to escape
this snare.

Prayer seemed the chief delight and support of his soul;   especially
the public office of the church.    Assisting one day at this holy function
at Strasburg, he so earnestly desired to remain always there to sing the
divine praises among the devout canons of that church that, finding this
impossible, he founded there a new canonry for one who should always
perform that sacred duty in his name.    In this spirit of devotion it has
been established that the kings of France are canons of Strasburg, Lyons,
and some other places;  as in the former place the emperors, in the latter
the dukes of Burgundy, were before them.    The holy sacrament of the
altar and sacrifice of the mass were the object of St Henry's most tender
devotion.   The blessed Mother of God he honoured as his chief patroness,
and among other exercises by which he recommended himself to her inter-
cession, it was his custom, upon coming to any town, to spend a great
part of the first night in watching and prayer in some church dedicated
to God under her name, as at Rome in St Mary Major.   He had a singular
devotion to the good angels and to all the saints.   Though he lived in the
world so as to be perfectly disengaged from it in heart and affection,
it was his earnest desire entirely to renounce it long before his death, and
he intended to pitch upon the Abbey of St Vanne, at Verdun, for the place
of his retirement.    But he was diverted from carrying this project into
execution by the advice of Richard, the holy abbot of that house.   He had
married St Cunegonda, but lived with her in perpetual chastity, to which
they had mutually bound themselves by vow.   It happened that the empress
was falsely accused of incontinency, and St H^nry was somewhere moved
by the slander;   but she cleared herself by her oath and by the ordeal
trials,  walking over twelve red-hot ploughshares without  hurt.     Her
husband severely condemned himself for his credulity and made her the
most ample satisfaction.    In his last illness he recommended her to her
relations and friends, declaring that he left her an untouched virgin.   His
health decayed some years before his death, which happened at the castle
of Grone, near Halberstadt, in 1024, on the i4th of July, toward the end
of the fifty-second year of his life, he having reigned twenty-two years
from his election, and ten years and five months from his coronation at
Rome*    His body was interred in the cathedral at Bamberg with the
gre&test pomp, and with the unfeigned tears of all his subjects.   The great
of miracles by which God was pleased to declare his glory in